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7. Nina Andro (Maastricht Univ.) f&JFE (B4 EREKY:) [Colouring In the Map: Commun
ity Photo-Mapping as a Public History Method of Centering Coloured History in the Stellenbosch
District |

Developed as part of her studies at the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Nina Andro’s
Colouring In the Map (CItM) project explores the question of how communities preserve their pa
st when official archives silence their stories. In Stellenbosch, South Africa, a town celebrated for 1
ts colonial architecture, wine culture, and prestigious university, the histories of its largest demogr
aphic group, the so-called ‘coloured’ population, remain largely invisible in public memory and ins
titutional records. Decades of colonialism and Apartheid not only displaced thousands of people o
f colour from the town centre but also erased their presence from the historical narrative. Yet, in t
he face of this erasure, informal spaces like barbershops and mosques have become centres of coll
ective memory, filling in the gaps left by traditional archives.

Through a community participatory approach, the CItM project created an interactive digi
tal map by geotagging historical images onto Stellenbosch’s contemporary landscape. Through thi
s, it becomes possible to visualise the neighbourhoods, schools, and social hubs where coloured res
idents once lived, worked, and thrived before Apartheid’s Group Areas Act forcibly relocated the
m to the urban periphery. The project revealed something else with significant research implicatio
ns: the existence of Informal Community Memory Centres (ICMCs). Such spaces, like a barber sh
op and mosque, weave together photographs, oral stories, and everyday interactions to form a livi
ng counter-archive. These ICMCs are not just repositories of the past, but dynamic sites where hi

story is actively shaped through material culture, spatial dynamics, and social networks.



The research paper presented at the conference, reflecting on both the output and process
of the project, calls for a critical shift in historical methodology. When institutional archives prove
d inadequate for researching the area’s coloured community due to their colonial and Apartheid-e
ra biases, Nina turned to ethnography, building trust with community gatekeepers to access privat
e collections and oral histories. The resultant prototype map not only reconstructs a lost landscape
but centres the voices of those long excluded from Stellenbosch’s official history. The project thus
underscores the importance of community-driven research and interdisciplinary collaboration, ble
nding public history, anthropology, and archival studies to recover marginalised pasts. It also invit
es historians to rethink how we approach silenced narratives, as ICMCs demonstrate that history i
s not only preserved in documents but also in the social fabric of everyday spaces. Studying such s
paces offers a model for inclusive historiography that prioritises collaboration, ethical reciprocity,
and the amplification of previously-silenced voices.

Explore the project: Colouring In the Map (https://storymaps.com/stories/7af5487e90c54ff0839¢
leSaace41316)
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